[image: image1.png]



Civil Society Observer

January - February 2007

Special Section: World Social Forum 2007

The “alter-globalists” hit their stride

International Herald Tribune, 2 February 2007, Immanuel Wallerstein

In this piece, Wallerstein argues that the World Social Forum (WSF) has matured and evolved more than its participants realize. Since its inception, the WSF has been a gathering of a wide range of organizations and movements that defined themselves as an opposition to neo-liberal globalization and imperialism which has created a degree of internal tension regarding the future direction of the Forum. Wallerstein contends that perhaps the WSF’s greatest strength is the development of global networks whose political clout will emerge in the next 5 to 10 years.

WSF: It was a meeting of NGOs, not the masses The Standard, 29 January 2007, Tajudeen Abdul-Raheem

In this commentary the author argues that African participation in the World Social Forum was more of a gathering of NGOs than of social and political movements and peoples’ organizations who can make progressive change possible. He raises questions about the state of Africa’s NGOs in light of their dependence on foreign donors. The author questions whether NGOs are loyal and accountable to their donors or to the African people?

What I found at the forum

The Guardian, 4 February 2007, Hilary Wainwright

The author argues that the World Social Forum is a social movement in the deep sense, encapsulating a powerful political trend. Social movements and trade networks that monitor the US and EU tactics in regards to the Doha round, are increasingly able to reach globally and provide southern governments with information that may help them in developing strong negotiating positions. This may contribute to rebalancing the power between the north and the south within trade and investment negotiations.

The three faces of the World Social Forum openDemocracy.org, 30 January 2007, Anthony Barnett

This article reviews the success and failures of the World Social Forum and questions the direction that not only the WSF is headed, but the direction of global civil society itself.
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Africa joins the World Social Forum

Rabble News, 5 February 2007, Judy Rebick

The author reflects on her experiences at the WSF, noting that the poor activists that protested against the entrance fee got the attention of the world press, which resulted in an energetic WSF with much more diversity and many more poor participants than when the WSF was held in Latin America. The forum was an overall success and will help to transform the place of Africa in the global social movements, she argues.

Growing Pains: the WSF Moves to Africa

Centre for Applied Studies in International Negotiations, February 2007, Karin Simonson

More than 50,000 people from around the world gathered in January 2007 in Nairobi, Kenya, to celebrate the seventh anniversary of the World Social Forum (WSF) and to mark the WSF's debut in Africa. Following on the heels of six "successful" Forums--the first three in Porto Alegre, Brazil; the fourth in Mumbai, India; the fifth, again in Porto Alegre; and a "polycentric" sixth Forum held simultaneoulsy in Bamako, Mali; Karachi, Pakistan; and Caracas, Venezuela--this year's Forum was further characterized by a lower turnout and internal discord. Logistical concerns, corporate sponsorship issues, and a series of protests against Forum organizers prompted questions about the Forum's future and concern about the direction is has taken.

