Marianists International:
The Marianist Family NGO at the United Nations

Annual Report 2007


In addition to the specific activities during the months listed below, I (and now my Marianist Volunteer intern, Cynthia Sias) participate in monthly meetings of the following NGO Committees:

1) Social Development (and its Poverty Eradication sub-committee), 2) Financing for Development (I’m on the executive committee), 3) Family, 4) Education, 5) UNICEF Working Group on Girls, 6) Committee on the Status of Women, 5) Migration, 6) RUN (Religious at the UN). The majority of the work as a NGO representative is generated in these committees and their ad hoc task forces. Most will focus their attention on the major event at the UN specific to its issue, i.e., the ECOSOC functional commissions each winter and spring.

January

· World Social Forum in Nairobi, Kenya

I had heard about the Social Forum from other NGO representative who had attended in previous years. It is a gathering of the world’s social activists and grassroots NGOs to network and collaborate on a wide variety of issues; from gender equality, environment, education and employment, external debt, multi-national corporations and more. It is a public response to the conference held in Davos, Switzerland for the rich and powerful economic and business leaders. I attended the Forum with Bro. Charles Kimeu from Mombasa. You can read reflections of the Forum from both of us at the NGO website, http://www.MarianistNGO.org/documents.htm .
· MSJC Steering Committee meeting at Marianists International
The MSJC Steering Committee asked to have its annual meeting in New York so that they might better understand the work of the NGO and explore future collaboration. I put together a panel presentation of other Catholic NGOs in New York to share their experiences of this work at the UN.
February

· ICCR (Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility) Meetings, New York
· 45th Session of the Commission on Social Development
This was the beginning of a two year cycle for the Commission on Social Development. The theme for the first two years is “Full Employment and Decent Work for All.” There is a lot of work that goes into preparation for this two week commission. The NGO Committee on Social Development spends the majority of its year preparing written and oral statements for the commission, planning side-events, lobbying government delegates. The committee also puts together a one day forum for all NGOs attending the commission and a luncheon for the delegates of the commission Bureau. Brother Brian Halderman, SM attended this year’s commission and you can read his reflection of the experience at the website as well.
March

· 51st Session of the Commission on the Status of Women. This year’s theme was “The elimination of all forms of discrimination and violence against the girl child.” I participated in an interactive dialogue on “Progress in the implementation of the agreed conclusions on the role of men and boys in achieving gender equality”
· 15th Session of the Commission on Sustainable Development. This was the policy session of the second implementation cycle, CSD-15 continued its focus in the following areas: Energy for Sustainable Development; Industrial Development; Air pollution/Atmosphere; and Climate Change. I only went to a few side-events during this commission. 
April

· Annual Meeting of ECOSOC and Bretton Woods Institutions (World Bank, IMF &WTO)

I am a member of the NGO Committee on Financing for development. This meeting is big event for us. A number of the committee members go to Washington for the World Bank and IMF spring meetings. I went the previous year with lay Marianist Rich Sroczynski but did not go this year. The FFD NGO Committee organizes a NGO forum on the day before the ECOSOC meeting to review and strategize about our participation in the interactive roundtables.
· Province Peace & Justice Committee meeting, St. Louis. This was a weekend meeting.
May

· Helped put together a presentation on the new “Draft Guiding Principles on Human Rights and Extreme Poverty.” This was organized the Sub-Committee on Poverty Eradication. Again, you can download a copy of these principles from the NGO website in the documents page.
June

· ICCR annual meeting, New Mexico
· Province Assembly, Arizona
July

· Advocacy visits to the delegations of Bangladesh and Peru on the agenda for the next Commission on Social Development
· Set up a website for the NGO Committee on FFD (http://www.ngosonffd.org)
August

· Marianist Volunteer, Cynthia Sias, begins internship. There was much to be done in orienting Cynthia to the NGO work and getting her established in some on the committees I have not had the time to cover, e.g., Status of Women, UNICEF Working Group and Migration. She has also been doing the Spanish translation of the website and email reports.
September

· DPI/NGO Conference on Climate Change

· ICCR Meetings, New York
· MSJC Sweatshop Team Meeting, Dayton

· Presentation to novices about Marianists International, Dayton (see attached PowerPoint presentation)
October

· International Day for Eradication of Poverty
Cynthia and I helped the Sub-Committee on Poverty Eradication prepare a reception following the official commemoration of the Day. There was a panel discussion with children and youth living in poverty organized by Christian Children’s Fund after the reception.

· Expert Meeting on the policy phase of the next Commission on Social Development: Full Employment and Decent Work for All.”
I was selected by the NGO Committee to represent them during this 3 day meeting of various academics and professionals from the World Bank and International Labor Organization. Our task was to present specific recommendations to DESA (UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs) who is to prepare the Secretary General’s report on this theme to the country delegates attending the next Commission in February.
· High-Level Dialogue on FFD with General Assembly
The FFD Committee organized a number of events and strategy sessions with other NGOs during this meeting. The General Assembly has agreed to hold a review conference on the Monterrey Consensus next December in Doha, Qatar. There was a lot of discussion on how NGOs could organize themselves to participate in preparations for the Doha Conference.
· Province Peace & Justice Committee meeting at Marianists International
I organized a panel of other Catholic NGO to describe to the P&J Committee how they relate the work of the NGO to the overall mission of their congregation in Peace, Justice, and the Integrity of Creation.
· MSJC “Globalization” Workshop, Dayton
Cynthia and I drove to Dayton to attend this workshop I had helped plan with others from the MSJC Steering Committee. It was part of the annual Marianist State retreat held at Bergamo.
November

· A number of meetings were held with the other religious NGOs planning to attend the Rome Forum. There was discussion on what to “true” agenda of the Vatican may be in calling the meeting. Some expressed concern over the poor opinion for Catholic NGOs held by the Permanent Observer Mission of the Holy See in New York. The meeting may also be to develop a new structure for Catholic NGO under the Vatican Secretary of State whereas the old ICOs (International Catholic Organizations) were formerly under the Pontifical Council for the Laity.
December

· Vatican Forum on “Catholic-inspired” NGOs, Rome (See documents sent separately)
The religious NGOs from the New York area who attended the Rome Forum are planning to host another gathering of all interested “Catholic-inspired” NGOs at the end of January to discuss possible ways of future collaboration. This is dependent on the group first deciding that more collaboration is desirable. There is a wide variety of issues covered by these various CNGOs.
· Visits to Provinces of France and Madrid

I met with Charles-Henri Moulin in Paris and José Eizaguirre in Madrid. The goal was to find ways to increase the visibility and participation in the NGO work at the UN. Both brothers were very hospitable and open to exploring new ways to collaborate with Marianists International. I was frankly surprised that neither province well understood the role of advocacy in work for peace and justice. Through the schools they do significant work in solidarity with those living in poverty. Spain has a very good Lenten reflection program, taking one of the 40 poorest countries for each day in Lent. There will need to be some education of Marianists, lay and religious, on why advocacy is needed to change the unjust structures that keep people poor and excluded.
· Special Session on “World Fit for Children+5”
Both Cynthia and I, with others members of the Working Group on Girls, helped plan a side-event during the session on Modern Slavery: Trafficking of Women and Girls.
