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[WORLD COALITION AGAINST THE DEATH PENALTY]
PRESS RELEASE

PRESIDENT OF UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO RECEIVE 5 MILLION SIGNATURES CALLING FOR A MORATORIUM ON EXECUTIONS COLLECTED WORLDWIDE BY THE COMMUNITY OF SANT'EGIDIO AND THE WORLD COALITION AGAINST THE DEATH PENALTY.

The call for a moratorium on executions will be presented to the President of the General Assembly of the United Nations, Mr. Srgian Kerim, on Friday, Nov. 2, at 10.30 am. A delegation of the Community of Sant'Egidio and the World Coalition Against the Death Penalty will deliver more than five million signatures collected worldwide on a petition to the General Assembly calling for a global moratorium on executions.

The delegation led by Mario Marazziti, Spokesperson for the Community of Sant'Egidio, will include, among others, Sister Helen Prejean, leading American advocate of  the abolition of the death penalty and the woman behind the movie Dead Man Walking, Yvonne Terlingen, Head of Amnesty International's UN Office in New York, Renny Cushing, Marie Verzulli and Bill Babbitt from Murder Victims' Families for Human Rights, an international organization of victims' family members and family members of the executed, Speedy Rice, lawyer, representative of the National Association of Criminal Defence Lawyers, Elizabeth Zitrin, member of the executive board of Death Penalty Focus.

The delegation will meet the President of the General Assembly. The General Assembly will consider a draft resolution calling for a global moratorium on executions. Angola, Albania, Brazil,Croatia, Gabon, New Zealand, Mexico, the Philippines, Portugal (for the EU) and New Zealand are presenting the text as a cross-regional initiative.

A press conference will be held at 11 am at UNCA CLUB, UN, Room 326,at the Third Floor of UN Headquarters.

In videos released on the eve of the presentation of the Resolution to the Community of Sant'Egidio, Rev. Rowan Williams, Primate of the Church of England (London), Adolfo Perez Esquivel, Nobel Peace Prize laureate (Buenos Aires), Cardinal Renato Raffaele Martino, President of the Pontifical Council Justice and Peace (Vatican City) and Siti Musdah Muliva, Moslem theologian at the University of Jakarta, will give statements on the death penalty and the campaign for a Moratorium.

Appointments:

UN HEADQUARTERS

UN, 10.30, President's office

UN, 11 AM, UNCA CLUB , Room 326, Third Floor

Contacts:

Mario Marazziti

Telephone: +39 335 726 3641

Mobile +39 346 850 1247

email/blackberry: m.marazziti@gmail.com

Yvonne Terlingen

Telephone +1212 867 8878 ext 2

Mobile + 1917 406 1185

Fax +1212 370 0183

THE WORLD COALITION AGAINST THE DEATH PENALTY

The World Coalition Against the Death Penalty was created in Rome on 13 May 2002 and is composed of 64 NGOs, bar associations, local authorities and trade unions. It aims to strengthen the international dimension of the struggle against the death penalty and to contribute to bringing a definitive end to death sentences and executions. The World Coalition particularly endeavours to facilitate the creation or development of national coalitions against the death penalty.

10 October has been established as the World Day Against the Death Penalty since 2003. This totally decentralised event, which has particular presence in countries where the death penalty is still applied, invites citizens and organizations who want to say ‘NO’ to the death penalty to organise their own events on 10 October.
��www.worldcoalition.org





Created in Rome in May 2002, the Coalition brings together legal associations, unions, local governments, non-governmental organizations and others who are commited to the struggle against the death penalty and who want to coordonate their lobbying and actions at an international level.





Steering Committee members :   


Amnesty International, Collectif Unitaire National de Soutien à Mumia Abu-Jamal, Comité national pour l'abolition de la peine de


mort au Maroc, Comité des Observateurs des Droits de l’Homme, Community of Sant'Egidio, Death Penalty Focus, Culture pour la Paix et la Justice, Ensemble contre la peine de  mort,  International Federation of Human Rights Leagues, Fédération Syndicale Unitaire, International Bars Conference, International Federation of Action by Christians for the Abolition of Torture, Mothers Against the Death Penalty, Murder Victims’ Families for Human Rights, National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, National Lawyers Guild, Paris Bar, Observatoire Marocain des Prisons, Organisation marocaine des droits humains, Penal Reform International, Tuscany





Other members :


ACAT France, American Friends Service Committee, City of Andoian, Association for the Right to Live, Association Marocaine des Droits Humains, Bahrein Human Rights Society, City of Braine l’Alleud, Center for Prisoner’s Rights, Collectif des Organisations des Jeunes Solidaires du Congo-Kinshasa, Comitato Paul Rougeau, Comité Syndical Francophone de l'Education et de la Formation, Conseil National pour les Libertés en Tunisie, CURE, City of Dijon, Federation of Liberal Students, Forum 90 Japan, Forum marocain pour la Vérité et la Justice, Foundation for Human Rights Initiative, Italian Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty, International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights, Iranian Human Rights Activists Groups in EU and North America, Journey of Hope, Lifespark, Ligue des Droits de l’Homme, Ligue ivoirienne des Droits de l’Homme, Lutte Pour la Justice,  City of Matera,  Morrocan Centre of Human Rights, Mouvement contre le Racisme et pour l’Amitié entre les Peuples, National Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty, Ordine Provinciale dei Medici-Chirurgi e degli odontoiatri di Firenze, Ordre des Barreaux francophones et germanophones de Belgique, Palestinian Centre for Human Rights,  Pax Christi Uvira asbl, People of Faith Against the Death Penalty, Puerto Rican Coalition against the Death Penalty, City of Reggio Emilia, Rights and Democracy, SOS Attentats - SOS Terrorisme, Taiwan Alliance to End the Death Penalty, Texas Coalition to abolish the death penalty, City of Venice, World Organisation against Torture.








Executive Secretariat: 


ECPM


197/199 avenue Pierre Brossolette


92120 Montrouge - France


Tel:  00 33 +1 57 21 22 73


Fax: 00 33 +1 57 21 22 74�coalition@abolition.fr

















